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Reader 

The rainbow, taught the ancients,  is  the s ign of a covenant af f i rming the 

cont inuing change and worth of  the l i fe of  earth.  Thus the ra inbow covenant 

promises: 

"Whi le the earth remains, seedt ime and harvest,  cold and heat,  summer and 
winter,  day and night,  shal l  not cease."  
 

יום ו וחרף  וקיץ  וחם  וקר  וקציר  נדע  הארץ  מי  י כל  עד   
ישבתו לא   ולילה 

(Genesis  9:13) 

  

So may we also see the ra inbow as the s ign of a covenant of  f reedom, i ts  many 

colors af f i rming the divers i ty of  humankind, and i ts  harmony aff i rming their  uni ty in 

Liberty.  On th is  Fest ival  of  Chanukah we celebrate the covenant of  earth and 

freedom. 

 

Kiddush 
 

Blessed is  the wel lspr ing of l i fe    
החיים  ן  מעי  ברוך 

Baruch ma-yan hacha-yim 
whose creat ive power                   

הבריאה   חו  כו  אשר 
asher kocho habr i-ah 

fashions the frui t  of  the v ine.               
הגפן  פרי   בורא 

borei  per i  hagafen. 
Blessed is  the wel lspr ing of l i fe       

החיים  ן  מעי  ברוך 
Baruch ma-yan hacha y im 

by whose power of  creat ion          
הבריאה  חו  בכו  אשר 

asher bechocho habr i-ah 
we fashion                                       

וצרים  י ו   אנחנ
anachnu yotzr im 

commandments of  the heart 
הלבמצות   

mitzvoth halev 
and del ight in them. 

בהם  ורוצים 
verotz im bahem. 

We have in love and favor 
חנוכה  חג 

Chag Chanukah 
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taken the Chanukah Fest ival 
ן וברצו  באהבה 

be-ahavah uveratzon 
as our possession, 

ו  נחלנ
nachalnu, 

a remembrance 
ן זכרו  

z ikaron 
of the goal of  humankind. 

האדם  לתכלית 
letachl i t  ha-adam. 

For i t  is  a preeminent event 
תחילה עת  הוא   כי 

K i  hu et techi lah 
among hal lowed occasions, 

קדש למקראי   
lemikra-el  kodesh 

a symbol 
 זכר

zecher 
of  the saving of humankind.  

האדם לישועת   
l ishu-at ha-adam. 

We have chosen freedom 
ו בחרנ חרות  כי   

Ki cherut bacharnu 
and sanct i f ied i t  

ו קדשנ תו   ואו
ve-oto k idashnu 

among al l  good th ings.  
הטובים  בכל 

b ichol hatovim. 
So have we sanct i f ied 

ו קדשנ  וחנוכה 
Vechanukah k idashnu 

Chanukah in love, 
 באהבה

Be-ahava 
and in favor have we  

ן וברצו  
uveratzon 

taken i t  as a possession. 
ו  נחלנ

nachalnu. 
Blessed is  the power of  being 

יה ההו כח   ברוך 
Baruch ko-ach ha-havayah 

that hal lows Chanukah. 
החנוכה  מקדש 

mekadesh Chanukah. 
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Reader 

In the beginning of t ime the universe burst into being. Exis tence tr iumphed over 

nothingness, ful lness was v ictor ious over empty eterni ty.  With the universe came 

order;  galaxies swir led in cosmic cadence; s tars and planets jo ined together in 

rhythmic f low. 

 

Reader and Group 

We l ive in a universe of order,  yet change is  i ts  b ir thr ight and t ime i ts  her i tage. As 

the banks of a rushing r iver guide i ts  current,  so does order shape change and 

mold t ime, but can halt  nei ther.  Earth,  shar ing in the rhythmic f low, pursues an 

ancient orbi t  about a r ipening star  to br ing the seasons. Thus Chanukah comes to 

us, a chi ld of  change and a chal lenge of t ime. In th is  season of Chanukah, 

summer's  l ight has dwindled to the darkness of winter;  autumn's warm colors cool 

and vanish. 

 

Reader 

The darkness of winter betrays the fra i l ty  of  humankind, and points  to the void that 

threatens l i fe 's  meaning. St i l l ,  though the boundaries of  darkness 's  k ingdom reach 

out in th is  Chanukah season, we do not despair .  Chanukah br ings the promise of 

hope and reveals the strength of  l ight.  Darkness soon reaches the l imit  of  i ts  rule,  

the crest of  i ts  power s tays for but a moment. 

 

Song 

Life,  l i fe 's  many, many, many seasons 
Have their  beauty,  their  beauty and reasons. 
Links in a chain,  a chain of  days,  
Promis ing tomorrows to yesterdays. 
 

L inks in a chain of  days, in a chain of  days,  
Promis ing tomorrows to yesterdays, to yesterdays.  
Promis ing tomorrows to yesterdays. 
Promis ing, promis ing tomorrows to yesterdays.  
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Reader 

Our l ives mirror the great universe beyond. As the f i rmament,  to our gaze, is  

of t t imes a vast b lack vault  speckled with f i re,  so may our l ives appear darkened, 

with only p inpoints  of  l ight p ierc ing the shadows.  

 

Reader and Group 

For human l i fe is  enclosed with in a frame of vulnerabi l i ty ,  and a world of  l imitat ion 

encirc les us. Our desires s tr ive to reach beyond the f in i te borders of  exis tence 

with in which we are dest ined to l ive.  We seek of the world more than i t  can give; 

we seek of others more than is  in their  power;  we seek of ourselves more than we 

have. Our desires thus return unanswered, and loose their  force against the l i fe 

that bore them and the world that denied them. 

 

Reader 

The roots of  Chanukah's  meaning are revealed by Scr ipture in the al legory of 

Adam, a drama of ul t imate di lemma in the l i fe of  Everyperson. In the human 

beginning is  Eden, the chi ld 's  paradise made of dreams and innocence, of  the 

unending and the unreal.  Soon the days of chi ldhood reach their  c lose. From 

depths that wi l l  not be s i lenced comes a demand of Adam to depart  Eden, to 

journey outs ide paradise to the f in i te world of  real i ty . 

 

Reader and Group 

The view from Eden to the real i ty  beyond i ts  gates is  f r ightening. Thus Adam 

envis ions the demand to journey outs ide paradise as a judgment against 

humankind, a curse imposing more than l i fe can bear.  Born of terror,  words 

sentencing humankind to the care of host i le nature arose in Adam's soul.  

 

Reader 

"By to i l  shal l  you eat of  the ground  

Al l  the days of your l i fe.  

Thorns and th is t les shal l  i t  sprout for  you  

So that you wi l l  have to eat wi ld p lants. 

By the sweat of  your brow shal l  you eat bread, 

Unt i l  you return to the ground, 

For out of  the ground you were taken; 

8 
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For dust you are, 

And to dust you wi l l  return."  

ואכלת לך  תצמיח  ודרדר  וקוץ  יך:  חי מי  י כל  תאכלנה  ן  בעצבו  
שובך עד  לחם  תאכל  אפיך  בזעת  השדה:  עשב  את   

תשוב עפר  ואל  אתה  עפר  כי  לקחת  ממנה  כי  האדמה  אל   
(Genesis  3:17f.)   

 

Reader and Group 

No human's l i fe remains always free of the v iew of l i fe and world given by Adam's 

v is ion from Eden. Adam's v is ion knows no contentment in paradise nor comfort  in 

the world beyond i ts  gates. Adam's v is ion takes no pleasure in receiv ing as a chi ld 

nor joy in g iv ing as a parent.  Adam's v is ion f inds no del ight in responding to l i fe 's  

demands nor peace in answering death 's  cal l .  Adam's v is ion sees bir th as a curse 

and l i fe as exi le. 

 

Reader 

The dark v is ion of Adam reveals our deep need for the message of Chanukah. 

Chanukah procla ims that the joy of  soter ia * is  ours to reach despite the boundaries 

that surround and l imit  our l i fe in the world.  Chanukah, the Fest ival  of  L ight,  

teaches that we are potent f in i tes possessing the f i re to l ight the darkness. 

Chanukah, the Fest ival  of  Aff i rmat ion, declares our power to af f i rm l i fe and 

respond with joy to the myster ious quest ion of our exis tence. 

 

Reader and Group 

The message of Chanukah is  a chal lenge. For s truggle and surrender are part  of  

l iv ing; work and weakness are woven into the fabr ic of  exis tence; a neutra l  nature 

proceeds indi f ferent to our fate;  and death is  our common dest iny. 

 

Reader 

The message of Chanukah is  a charge. For the joy of soter ia,  the l ight ing of 

darkness, and the aff i rmat ion of  l i fe does not come to us by grace. They are 

creat ions of wi l l  and courage fashioned from the div ine possib i l i ty  ever before us. 

Chanukah cal ls  upon humankind to respond to l i fe with the wi l l  and courage to be.  

 

 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
*	   So ter ia 	  means 	   "u l t imate ly 	  meaning fu l 	  ex is tence . " 	  
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Song 

"Only be strong and of                                    ואמץ חזק  רק   
good courage" 

Rak Chazak Ve-ematz 

(Joshua 1:7)  

 

Reader 

Beyond the wi l l  and courage to be are the wi l l  and courage to be free. Thus is  

f reedom the message of Chanukah, cal l ing us through the voices of the ages to 

integr i ty  and authent ic i ty ,  to declare the bel iefs  we truly accept,  to be the persons 

we truly are. So did the prophets among the ancient Israel i tes,  fear ing nei ther 

might nor mockery, reveal their  t ruths and themselves before k ings and mult i tudes. 

 

Reader and Group 

Amos, a shepherd of Tekoa, came before the people of  ancient Israel  to del iver h is  

prophecy of just ice and judgment against land and k ing. 

 

Reader 

Israel 's  punishment wi l l  be great upon them prophesied Amos:  

"Because they have sold the innocent for s i lver,  
And the needy for a pair  of  sandals; 
They trample upon the heads of the poor,  
And thrust as ide the humble from the way." 
"Behold I  wi l l  make a groaning under you, 
As a wagon groans that is  loaded with sheaves,  
F l ight shal l  fa i l  the swif t ,  
And the strong shal l  not exert  h is  s trength, 
Neither shal l  the warr ior save himself ,  
Nor shal l  he stand f i rm that handles the bow. 
Nor he that is  swif t  of  foot save himself ."  

(Amos 2:6,  7,  13-15) 

 

Reader and Group 

"Then Amaziah, the pr iest of  Bethel ,  sent to Jereboam, k ing of Israel ,  saying, 

'Amos has conspired against you in the midst of  the house of Israel .  The land is  

unable to hear a l l  h is  words.  

For thus says Amos: 

'By the sword Jereboam shal l  d ie,  

11 
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And Israel  shal l  surely be led away into exi le out of  i ts  land. '  
Then Amaziah said to Amos, 'O seer,  go away, Flee away to the land of Judah. But 

never again prophesy at Bethel,  for  th is  is  the k ing's  sanctuary,  and the royal 

palace. '  "  

(Select ion, Amos 7:10-13) 

 

Reader 

Out of  convict ion born of  f reedom, Amos did not f lee, nei ther d id he cease to 

prophesy. 

"Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah:  
'You say, "You Amos shal l  not prophesy against Israel ,  
And preach not against the house of Isaac," 
"Your land (Amaziah) shal l  be given away by measure, 
And Israel  shal l  surely be carr ied capt ive from i ts  soi l . "  
Let just ice rol l  down l ike waters,  
And r ighteousness as a mighty s tream.'  "  

(Select ion, Amos 7:14-17, 5:24) 

 

Reader and Group 

Jeremiah, a pr iest f rom the land of Benjamin, prophesied to Judah from the 

th ir teenth year of  the reign of  Josiah, son of Amon, unt i l  the t ime when Jerusalem 

was carr ied into exi le.  

 

Reader 

Jeremiah, as Amos before him had prophesied to the land of Israel ,  foretold the 

tragedy that would now overtake the land of Judah. 

"Procla im th is  in the house of Jacob,  
And announce i t  in  Judah: 
Hear th is ,  O fool ish and senseless people, 
Who have eyes, but see not,  
Ears,  but hear not!  
This  people has a rest less and rebel l ious mind, 
They have turned as ide and gone off .  
The wicked are found among my people,  
Who l ie in wait  as hunters do, 
And set a trap to catch men. 
As a cage is  ful l  of  b irds, 
Their  houses are ful l  of  deceit ;  
So they become great and r ich, 
They grow fat  and s leek.  
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They pass al l  bounds in wickedness; 
They uphold not the cause of the orphan,  
And the r ights of  the needy they do not defend.  
An awful  and appal l ing th ing has happened in the land: 
The prophets prophesy by fa lse gods, 
And the pr iests make prof i t  through them;  
Saying: 'Peace, peace, '  when there is  no peace. 
My people love to have i t  so, 
But what wi l l  you do when the end comes?" 

(Select ion, Jeremiah 5:20-31, 6:14) 

 

Reader and Group 

Now when Pashhur,  the son of Immer the pr iest,  who was chief  overseer in the 

temple heard Jeremiah prophesying these th ings, Pashhur beat Jeremiah the 

prophet,  and put h im in the stocks. 

 

Reader 

Yet the voice of  Jeremiah was not s t i l led on account of  that which had been done 

to h im. 

Faithful  to h imself  and his  bel iefs ,  Jeremiah remained steadfast in h is  f reedom and 

spoke thusly to Pashhur:  

"You, Pashhur,  and al l  who l ive in your house shal l  go into exi le.  
To Babylon you shal l  go,  
And there shal l  you die,  and there shal l  you be bur ied, 
Yourself  and al l  your f r iends, to whom you have prophesied fa lsely."  

(Select ion, Jeremiah 20:6) 

 

Song 

Ma-oz tzur ye-shu-at i  Le-et ta-chin mat-be-ach 

Le-cha na-eh le-sha-be-ach   Mi- tzor ha-me-na-be-ach 

Ti-kon bet te-f i - la- t i                Az eg-more be-shir  miz-more 

Ve-sham to-dah ne-za-be-ach     Chan-nukat ha-miz-be-ach 

 

Reader and Group 

Mattathias was a pr iest in the c i ty of  Modin in the land of Judah. He dwel led there 

with h is  f ive sons: John, Simon, Judas (cal led Maccabeus),  Eleazar,  and 

Jonathan. Ant iochus Epiphanes, who above al l  craved power,  became king of the 

Greek empire, which c la imed sovereignty over Judah. Ant iochus conquered Egypt 
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and went up against Judah and Jerusalem with a great army. He entered the 

sanctuary there, and took al l  i ts  holy gold and s i lver objects ,  among them the 

golden al tar,  and al l  i t 's  h idden treasures. Ant iochus massacred many Judeans 

and spoke with great arrogance. Yet he did not forb id the Judeans to pract ice their  

re l ig ion. 

 

Reader 

Two years passed, and after th is  Ant iochus wrote to h is  whole k ingdom that they 

should a l l  be one people, the Greek people, and pract ice one rel ig ion, the Greek 

rel ig ion. The Judeans must g ive up their  own rel ig ion or d ie.  The holy books of the 

Judeans were burned, and those who stayed fa i thful  to their  re l ig ion were 

condemned to death. When Mattath ias saw the blasphemous th ings that were done 

in Judah and Jerusalem, he said: 

"Why was I  born to witness the ruin of  my people and the holy c i ty ,  and to s i t  
by whi le i t  is  g iven into the hand of enemies? 
Her house has come to be l ike a man dishonored,  
Her glor ious vessels  are carr ied away capt ive, 
Her adornment has al l  been taken away; 
Instead of a free woman, she has become a s lave."  

(Select ion, I  Maccabees 2:6-11) 

 

Reader and Group 

The king's  of f icers who were forc ing the Judeans to give up their  rel ig ion came to 

Mattath ias '  c i ty  Modin, to make the people there of fer sacr i f ices to the Greek gods. 

They said to Mattath ias, "You are a ruler,  i l lustr ious and great in th is  ci ty ;  and 

upheld by sons and brothers.  Now, be the f i rs t  to come forward and carry out the 

k ing's  command. Then shal l  you and your sons be numbered among the fr iends of 

the k ing; and you and your sons shal l  be honored with s i lver and gold,  and with 

many gi f ts .  

 

Reader 

As with the prophets before him, so great were the wi l l  and courage of Mattath ias 

to be free that l i fe enslaved could not be endured. Mattath ias then answered the 

k ing's  of f icers in a loud voice: 

" I f  a l l  the nat ions in the k ing's  dominions obey him and forsake each of them 
the rel ig ion of  their  forefathers,  and choose to fo l low ( the k ing's)  commands 
instead, yet I  and my sons and my brothers wi l l  l ive in accordance with the 
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agreement of  our forefathers.  We wi l l  not obey the message of the k ing, or 
depart  f rom our rel ig ion to the r ight hand or to the lef t ."  
 

As Mattath ias ceased speaking these words, a Judean came forward in the s ight of  

a l l  to of fer a sacr i f ice upon the al tar in accordance with the k ing's  command. When 

Mattath ias saw him he was f i l led with zeal and his  heart  was st i r red. He was 

roused to anger and ran up and s lew the Judean upon the al tar.  At the same t ime 

he k i l led the k ing's  of f icer who was try ing to force the Judeans to sacr i f ice.  Then 

Mattath ias cr ied out with a loud voice in the c i ty and said: 

"Let everyone who is  devoted to our rel ig ion and who would maintain the 
covenant fo l low me." 

And he and his  sons f led to the mountains and lef t  a l l  they possessed in the c i ty.  

(Select ion, I  Maccabees 2:15-27) 

 

Song 

Come together,  let  our song 

Praise the saving power.  

Freedom midst the raging foes, 

Was our shelt-r ing tower.  

Though in force they assai led us,  

Freedom's cal l  avai led us. 

I ts  reward broke their  sword,  

When our own strength fa i led us.  

 

Chi ldren of the Maccabees, 

Whether f ree or fet tered, 

Sing out bravely a l l  your songs,  

That l i fe may be bettered. 

Yours the message cheering 

That the t ime is  near ing 

Which wi l l  see 

Each one free, 

Tyrants disappearing. 
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Reader and Group 

Thus did the war of  the Judeans against Greek tyranny begin, in dedicat ion to 

authent ic i ty  and integr i ty .  Many batt les were to be fought,  and many l ives lost.  St i l l  

the wi l l  and courage of the Judeans to be free prevai led. When Mattath ias '  t ime 

came to die,  Judas Maccabeus became the leader.  Under Judas, the Judeans put 

the enemy to f l ight and they retreated from the land of Judah. Judas and his  

brothers then said: 

"Behold our enemies are vanquished; let  us go up to pur i fy  the sanctuary and 
rededicate i t .   
And al l  the army was gathered together ,  and they went up to Mount Zion. 
And they found the sanctuary desolated and the al tar pol luted, the doors 
burned up, weeds growing in the courts  as they do in a wood or on some 
mountain,  and the pr iest 's  quarters torn down. 
And they tore their  garments and made great lamentat ion. 
They covered themselves with ashes, and fel l  on their  faces on the ground, 
and sounded the ceremonial  t rumpets,  and cr ied out to heaven. Then Judas 
appointed pr iests that were without b lemish. 
And they bui l t  the sanctuary and the inter ior of  the temple and consecrated 
the courts .  
And they burned incense on the al tar,  and l ighted the lamps on the 
lampstand, and they l ighted the temple. 
And they arose ear ly on the twenty-f i f th day of the ninth month, K is lev, ( that 
is ,  December twenty-f i rs t ,  the sols t ice,)  and offered sacr i f ice upon the new 
al tar which they had made. 
And they celebrated the rededicat ion of  the al tar for e ight days and offered 
burnt of fer ings with joy,  and offered a sacr i f ice of  del iverance and praise." 

(Select ion, I  Maccabees 4:36-56)  

 

Song 

Hi-ne ma-tov u-ma-na-yim 

She-vet a-chim gam ya-chad. 

 

Reader 

In th is  season that sees the shortest days of the year,  when the shadows of 

darkness are longest,  we come together to celebrate Chanukah, the Fest ival  of  

Aff i rmat ion. Join ing together in cosmic harmony, sun and earth bear witness to 

l i fe 's  per i lous nature. 
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Reader and Group 

The chal lenge and struggle of Chanukah are al l  about.  We f ind everywhere the 

boundaries that surround and l imit  our l ives. Uncerta inty pervades exis tence, and 

r isk l ies in a l l  th ings. Time and events f low beyond our control ,  sweeping us swif t ly  

on a surging t ide. The Sage truly speaks: 

"Man that is  born of a woman 
Is  of  few days, and ful l  of  t rouble.  
He cometh forth l ike a f lower,  and withereth;  
He f leeth also as a shadow, and cont inueth not."  
 

We seek the inf in i te,  to be free of the burdens of t ime and space. Yet our ef forts  to 

possess with in ourselves al l  that we would desire are confounded. 

Our bodies betray our wish for sel f-containment and nature lays bare our 

insuff ic iency. 

 

Reader 

Though i t  is  that the conf l ic t  between the f in i ty  of  l i fe and the inf in i ty  of  desire is  

our her i tage, we do not despair .  For g iven as wel l  are the power of  mind and spir i t  

to heal that which is  d iv ided with in us.  

 

Reader and Group 

Thus the heavens in th is  season point to Chanukah's  eternal  message. Darkness 

does not prevai l ;  l ight returns. Humankind, f in i te though i t  may be, can yet in 

t r iumph aff i rm l i fe 's  value. Rejoic ing in the wi l l  and courage to be free, on th is  

Fest ival  of  Aff i rmat ion, we declare l i fe 's  promise and meaning, and rededicate 

ourselves to i ts  abiding worth.  

 

(LIGHT CANDLES) 

 

Bar-ruch me-kor ha-cha-yim, 

s i-bat ha-ha-va-yah 

a-sher be-cho-cho a-nu mad-l i -k in 

ner shel cha-nu-ka. 

 

B lessed is  the source of l i fe,  

Fountain of  every being, 
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By whose power  

We kindle 

The l ights 

of  Chanukah. 

 

Ba-ruch me-kor ha-cha-yim, 

s i-bat ha-ha-va-yah 

a-sher be-cho-cho 

Cha-yinu, ve-kam-nu 

Ve-hi-ga-nu laz-man ha-zeh. 

 

B lessed is  the source of l i fe,  

Fountain of  every being, 

By whose power 

We have abided, 

We have endured 

To reach th is  fest ive season.  
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EPILOGUE 

 

Reader 

We dedicate Chanukah to the chi ldren, to our own chi ldren and to ourselves as 
chi ldren. We dedicate th is  Fest ival  of  Aff i rmat ion to our progeny and the progeny 
of others never known, to those united by community,  and those united by v is ions 
of the future that reveal the saving possib i l i t ies of  the f leet ing present. 
 

Reader and Group 

We give Chanukah to the chi ld l ike, and ask gi f ts  of  innocence in return:  
Gl impses of s impl ic i ty ;  moments of  spontaneity;  fa i th in l i fe renewed. 
 

Reader 

We devote Chanukah to the chi ldren; 
As a gi f t  that is  part  of  ourselves. 
 

Reader and Group 

Together we wi l l  af f i rm l i fe 's  meaning;  
Together we wi l l  share the warmth and values that g ive l i fe worth.  
 

Reader 
There is  joy in being. There is  joy in the s imple and chi ld l ike.  There is  joy in 
feel ing free, in our spir i ts  and in our l ives. These t imes of joy are for us to 
treasure; moments of  del ight to remember;  to wish that others,  too, wi l l  know and 
share them. 
 

Reader and Group 
Moments of  joy come not as gi f ts ,  f rui ts  of  nei ther work nor ef fort .  They come as 
rewards, p leasures from mystery 's  depths der ived. Joy reveals  the world as l ight,  
chal lenging the darkness in our l ives, br inging meaning and hope. 
 

Reader 
May the memory of  joys we have known, and the prospect of  p leasures to come, 
give us the c learness of v is ion to see ourselves as belonging to th is  world,  with a 
r ightful  p lace in the order of  l i fe.   
 

Song 
Shalom chaverim, lehi t ra-ot.  


