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Group 
This is  Yom Kippur,  and the agony of exis tence is  very near.  This  is  Yom Kippur,  

and no matter the darkness, I  must seek myself .  Let not the pain of  d iscovery keep 

gui l t  and anguish from my thoughts.  For love cannot penetrate the darkness of the 

unknown.  

 

Kol Nidre 
 

Responsive Reading 
Great is  the work of man, and highly to be praised. Great are h is  c i t ies and his  

nat ions. Nothing l ike him ever was. 

Yet man has despoi led Eden, the f lowers fade and the birds are s l ient;  he 

has poisoned the earth and la id waste the goodness that nature has set 

before him. 

How noble a creature is  man. How art ful  he is  in a l l  h is  ways, how wondrous in a l l  

h is  doings. Nothing l ike him ever was.  

Yet man's ways are corrupt on the earth;  he l ies and ravages to gain v ictory;  

he devours the land in h is  hunger.  

How val iant is  man, how glor ious are his  deeds. His  reach extends to the furthest 

boundaries.  Nothing l ike him ever was.  

Yet the pomp and gl i t ter  of  majest ic  dynast ies belong to an unreal past;  the 

dead today, on dis tant batt lef ie lds do not te l l  of  g lory.  

How great is  man, h ighest of  l i fe 's  forms, f i t test of  the evolut ionary chain,  l i t t le 

lower than the angels.  Nothing l ike him ever was. 

Yet,  we who are the mighty look upon our works in sorrow. Is  our tomorrow 

only to descend into the val ley? 

 

Reader 
I t 's  real ly  a wonder 
That I  haven't  dropped al l  my ideals;  
They seem so absurd and impossib le 
To carry out;  
Yet I  keep them. 
Because in spi te of  everyth ing, 
I  s t i l l  bel ieve that people are real ly  good 
At heart .  
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I  s imply can' t  bui ld my hopes on a foundat ion  
Of confus ion,  
Misery,   
And death. 
I  see the world gradual ly  being  
Turned into a wi lderness. 
I  hear the approaching thunder.  
I  can feel  the suffer ing of mi l l ions.  
And yet,  
I f  I  look up into the heavens, 
I  th ink that i t  wi l l  a l l  come out r ight 
One of these days, 
That th is  cruel ty wi l l  end, 
And that peace  
And tranqui l i ty  
Wil l  return again.  
In the meant ime, I  must hold on 
To my ideals  
For perhaps the day wi l l  come 
When I  shal l  be able to carry them out.  
 

("Letter to K it ty ,  Saturday, July 15, 1944" 
From the Diary of Anne Frank)  

 

Reader and Group 
Though l i fe is  t roubled, we are here;  

Despite the sorrow, we are here.  

We know of pain and fa i lure;  

St i l l  we are here. 

For the sun can shine on a winter day, 

And a warm embrace br ing tomorrow's hope. 

 

We have come tonight to be forgiven and to forgive,  

To forgive ourselves as we would forgive others.  

For th is  we celebrate the Yom Kippur,  to create atonements,  

Not to condemn, but to accept,  

Not to dwel l  on moods bi t ter and dark,  

But to br ing peace to the deep places of the human soul.  
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(Congregat ion r ises) 

 

Reader 
Baruch et Adonai ha-me-vo-rach 

 

Group 
Baruch Adonai ha-me-vo-rach le-olam va-ed 

 

Singing of Responses 
 

Reader and Group 
As we free ourselves from the conf l ic ts  and fears that estrange men one from the 

other,  we seek to become one in fe l lowship. We hear the aff i rmat ion of uni ty in our 

ancient creed: 

Shema yis-ra-el  Adonai eloheynu Adonai echad. 

Baruch shem ke-vod mal-chu-to le-olam va-ed. 

 

Singing of Responses 
 

(Congregat ion is  seated) 

 

Reader 
To every th ing there is  a season, and a t ime to every purpose under heaven: 

 

Group 
A t ime to be born, and a t ime to die;   

A t ime to p lant,  and a t ime to p luck up that which is  p lanted; 

 

Reader 
A t ime to k i l l ,  and a t ime to heal;  

A t ime to break down, and a t ime to bui ld up; 
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Group 
A t ime to weep, and a t ime to laugh; 

A t ime to mourn, and a t ime to dance; 

 

Reader 
A t ime to cast away stones, and a t ime to gather s tones together;  

A t ime to embrace, and a t ime to refra in from embracing; 

 

Group 
A t ime to seek, and a t ime to lose; 

A t ime to keep, and a t ime to cast away; 

 

Reader 
A t ime to rend, and a t ime to sew; 

A t ime to keep s i lence, and a t ime to speak; 

 

Group 
A t ime to love, and a t ime to hate; 

A t ime for war,  and a t ime for peace. 

 

Reader 
Let us together s tr ive for peace. Let Israel  jo in with the peoples of the earth to 

seek peace from the eternal  source of peace. Blessed be our country that i t  may 

ever be a s tronghold of  peace, and i ts  advocate in the counci l  of  nat ions. May 

contentment reign with in i ts  bordres, health and happiness with in i ts  homes. Let 

the bonds of f r iendship and fel lowship be strengthened among al l  the inhabitants 

of  a l l  lands. Thus wi l l  v i r tue and love hal low every home and every heart .  Praised 

is  the source of a l l  being by whose power the community of  man br ings forth 

peace. Amen. 

 

(Music) 

 

Reader 
Happy is  the man that f indeth wisdom, and the man that obtaineth understanding.  

9 



	   6 	  

Group 
For her income is  better than the income of s i lver,  and the gain thereof than f ine 

gold.  

 

Reader 
Wisdom is  more precious than rubies; and al l  the th ings thou canst desire are not 

to be compared unto her. 

 

Group 
Length of days is  in her r ight hand; in her lef t  hand are r iches and honour. 

 

Reader 
Her ways are ways of p leasantness, and al l  her paths are peace. 

 

Group 
She is  a tree of l i fe to them that lay hold upon her,  and happy is  every one that 

holdeth her fast.  

 

(Congregat ion Rises) 

 

(The Ark is  Opened) 

 

(Music) 

 

Reader, holding the Torah 
Torah is  the ground of our dedicat ion to truth.  I ts  power has infused the search of 

centur ies.  From i ts  devot ion to wisdom we der ive the charge to s tr ive for wisdom; 

from i ts  commitment to the good, we are impel led to seek the good. May the spir i t  

of  Torah abide with us as we turn to our lesson of the week.  

 

(Music) 

 

(Lesson) 
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(Torah is  Raised and Dressed) 

 

(Music) 

 

(Sermon) 

 

(Musical  Inter lude) 

 

(Congregat ion Rises) 

 

Reader and Group 
Let us rejoice in the ever l iv ing creat ion, and give praise to the greatness that is  

manifest throughout the world.  In the heavens above and the earth below, the 

div ine glory s tands revealed. Yet creat ion is  never ended and the universe never 

ful l .  Potent ia l i t ies remain unreal ized and promises unful f i l led. Thus even as we 

aff i rm the present,  we commit ourselves to the future, to the ideal of  ever h igher 

being, and to the r ichness of the coming l i fe. 

 

Va-a-nach-nu ko-re- im u-mish-ta-cha-vim u-mo-dim l i f -ne 

me-lech mal-che ha-me-la-chim ha-ka-dosh ba-ruch hu. 

 

Reader 
On this  n ight of  Yom Kippur,  above al l  other n ights,  we are aware that l i fe is  

bounded. Gui l t  and lonel iness, weakness and error are always before us. 

Nothingness threatens every moment of  being, and we l ive with the sorrow of 

death. Yet a l l  th is  we must bear,  with courage and acceptance, th is  we must bear.  

From the eternal source of peace, we have been given the power a l l  th is  to bear.  
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In Memoriam 
Yit-ga-dal ve-y i t -ka-dash she-meh ra-ba 
be-al-ma di-vera-chi-ru-the 
ve-yam-l ich mal-chu-the 
be-cha-ye-chon u-ve-yo-me-chon 
u-ve-cha-ye de-chol bei t  y is-ra-el  
ba-a-ga- la u-v iz-man ka-r iv  
ve- im-ru amen 
 
ye-he she-mah ra-ba me-va-rach le-a- lam u- le-al-me 
al-ma-ya 
 
y i t -ba-rach ve-y ish-ta-bach ve-y i t -pa-ar ve-y i t - ro-mam 
ve-yi t -na-se ve-y i t -ha-dar ve-y i t -a- le ve-y i t -ha- la l  
she-meh de-ku-de-sha, be-r ich hu, 
le-e- la min kol  b ir-cha-ta ve-shi-ra-ta 
tush-be-cha-ta ve-ne-che-ma-ta 
da-a-mi-ran be-al-ma ve- im-ru amen 
 

ye-he she- la-ma ra-ba min sha-ma-ya ve-cha-yim 

a- le-nu ve-al  kol  y is-ra-el  ve- im-ru amen 

 

o-she shalom bim-ro-mav, hu ya-a-she shalom a- le-nu 

ve-al  kol  y is-ra-el  ve- im-ru amen. 

 

(Music 

 

 

 

 

 
 
	  
	  


