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A ROSH HASHANAH SERVICE FOR THE FAMILY 
 
(Music)  

 

Reader 
This morning, every morning, you and I  perform a very important act.  Yet we 

seldom stop to give i t  thought.  We pass by without not ic ing. When we th ink about 

i t  together,  we see what that act was. This  morning we enjoyed a "beginning." Al l  

our mornings start  new days. This  morning, every morning, we began a new day. 

 

Reader and Group 
There are many beginnings:  To stor ies and journeys, to p lay and work, -  to l i fe 

i tsel f .  I f  we look careful ly ,  we can see beginnings al l  about us. These beginnings 

can be very important,  and many are exci t ing. 

 
(Music  -  Song)  

 

Reader 
We are ta lk ing about beginnings because today is  a very specia l  t ime. I t  is  Rosh 

Hashanah, the f i rs t  day of a new year for the Jews. As the f i rs t  day of the year,  

the Rosh Hashanah is  a fest ival  of  new beginnings.   

 

Reader and Group 
There are many beginnings. The Rosh Hashanah celebrates more than the 

newness of the new year.  I t  teaches us to th ink about the many special  beginnings 

that take place in our l ives and the world about us. On the Rosh Hashanah, we are 

f i l led with wonder at the many beginnings.  

 

Reader 
Of al l  beginnings, the greatest is  the bir th of  the universe, the creat ion of  our 

world.  The power of  creat ion, of  b ir th and growth, is  marvelous and mighty.  People 

have wondered about the beginning of the world s ince the ear l iest  t imes. St i l l ,  the 

creat ion of  the universe is  a great mystery. 
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Reader and Group 
The Jews have wondered about the beginning of the world for a very long t ime. 

The f i rs t  ideas of the Jews about how the world began are wri t ten in the Torah, in 

which we f ind the great thoughts of  Jews who l ived long ago.  

 

Reader 
Let us read the story of  Creat ion that is  wr i t ten in the Torah, as Jews have done 

through the ages. We r ise as the Torah is  taken from the ark. 

 
(Scro l l  is  taken f rom ark;  appropr ia te  music  and song as des i red.  Group is  then seated.  

The reader reads,  in  Hebrew, Genesis  1 :1-5.  When the reading f rom the Torah is  

completed,  the scro l l  is  g iven to  someone to  ho ld ,  or  p laced in  the ark  or  some other  

appropr ia te  set t ing,  to  serve as a v is ib le  symbol . )  

 

The words of the Torah are s igns that point  to the deep places of the universe. 

They teach us to search out the mystery of  l i fe,  and how the world began.  

 
Reader and Group  

In d i f ferent t imes and di f ferent p laces, the Jews have understood the beginning of 

the world in many di f ferent ways. Each of us,  everyone in h is  own t ime, must seek 

to discover the meaning of creat ion himself .  Let us,  then, te l l  the story of  the 

beginning of the world as you and I  might understand i t  today. 

 

Reader 
In the beginning, --  before there were heaven and earth,  the oceans or mountains, 

--  the universe, our world,  was a great f iery bal l .  With a huge f low of exis tence, 

the f i rebal l  burst .  I t  grew greater,  ever greater.  Our world was born. How beaut i ful  

the world was. 

 

Reader and Group 
Great is  the power of  creat ion. Once no star shone and no moon glowed. Neither 

were there sun and planets.  Now the great f iery bal l  had become heaven and 

earth,  the oceans and mountains. How beaut i ful  our world is .  
(Torah is  re turned to  ark .  I f  Torah has been le f t  in  open ark  as a v is ib le  symbol ,  ark  is  

now c losed,  and a l l  remain s tanding.)  9 
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Reader 
We look upon the b ir th of  the world and see that i t  is  good. On Rosh Hashanah we 

rejoice in the beauty and goodness of creat ion. 

 
(Group is  seated)  

 

Reader 
Creat ion did not s top with earth and i ts  oceans. They were empty of  l i fe;  l iv ing 

th ings were yet to be born. There were no people and animals,  no trees or grass. 

Yet l i fe was a promise deep with in the creat ive power. 

 

Reader and Group 
Creat ion cont inued. The air  we breathe that surrounds our earth,  rose. Pierced by 

l ight and l ightening, shocked by bol ts  and heated by volcanos, the air  formed t iny 

b locks of  l i fe.  Fal l ing to the ocean, the blocks jo ined together to become l iv ing 

th ings. From the ocean, l i fe came forth.  F irs t  the smal lest creatures arose, then 

plants and animals,  and f inal ly  people,  you and I ,  came to be. 

 
(Group r ises)  

 

Reader  

Great is  the power of  creat ion. We look upon the bir th of  l i fe and see that i t  is  

good. On Rosh Hashanah we celebrate the power of  creat ion and rejoice in the 

unity of  a l l  l i fe.  

 
(Group is  seated)  

 

Reader 
Rosh Hashanah teaches that creat ion does not end; new happenings are 

everywhere. In nature, the season of Rosh Hashanah shows a wondrous change. 

The center of  our sun, --  source of l ight and day, summer and warmth, --  crosses 

the great equator that d iv ides the earth in two. 

 
 

9 
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Group 
Night and day then are equal,  and autumn arr ives. Leaves turn to many colors,  

and fa l l  f rom the trees. The harvest nears,  and the reapers soon end earth ’s  sweet 

growth. The t ime is  coming for earth to rest.  

 
(Song) 

 

Reader 
Rosh Hashanah is  a hol iday of t ime. On the New Year we th ink of  t ime that has 

passed and t ime st i l l  to come. Rosh Hashanah celebrates the passage of t ime as a 

gi f t  that br ings new beginings.  

 

Group 
In days of chi ldhood and youth, the gi f ts  of  t ime are wondrous. Our bodies become 

stronger and our minds older.  With new strength and wisdom, comes the power of  

change. We need act no longer in the ways of the past.  We can make new 

beginnings, f ind new pleasures, enjoy new happiness. 

 

Reader 
When our bodies are stronger and our minds older,  we have more to give to 

others.  

 

Reader Group 
We can better love and care; 

We can better help and share. 

 

Reader 
When our bodies are stronger and our minds older,  we have more to give to 

ourselves. 

 

Reader and Group 
We can better learn and do; 

We can better work and play;  

How great our p leasure in the passage of t ime. 
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(Musica l  in ter lude as des i red)  

 

SERMON 

 
(Musica l  in ter lude as des i red)  

 
 

SHOFAR SERVICE 
 

 
Reader 
This is  the shofar,  a trumpet made of the horn of a ram. From ear l iest  t imes, in 

their  most ancient communit ies,  the Jews have used the shofar to announce the 

New Year.  

 

Group 
She-va-r im, Te-ki-ah, Te-ki-ah Ge-do- lah, Te-ruah are the sounds of the shofar.  

Let us s tand together as we l is ten to these sounds, quiet ly  ref lect ing on the many 

thoughts they br ing us. 

 

Reader and Group 
 Te-ki-ah (shofar  is  sounded):  We remember the good and beaut i ful  moments in the 

past year.  

 

She-va-r im (shofar  is  sounded):  We remember the moments of  sadness and tears in 

the past year.  

 

Te-ruah (shofar  is  sounded) :  We turn now to the year to come, to the new 

beginnings we wi l l  make, and the new pleasures we wi l l  enjoy. 

 

Te-ki-ah Ge-do- lah (shofar  is  sounded):  The great long blast has announced the 

Rosh Hashanah. May we enter the new year with courage and strength, with 

wisdom and love. 

 

9 

9  



	   7 	  

(Song)  
 
Reader and Group  

The moments we have shared together on the Rosh Hashanah are now coming to 

an end. The shofar has announced the New Year.  I t  says many th ings to the heart  

of  the Jew. The Shofar speaks of l i fe and death, of  happiness and sorrow, of  

tomorrow's hopes and promises. 

 

Group 
To you, who are our chi ldren, the Shofar a lso speaks words often lef t  unspoken, 

that we, your parents,  ( teachers and rabbis,)  have in our hearts .  We want you to 

know of our conf idence in you, our love for you, and of our desire that each of you 

shal l  cont inue to grow, and make new and better beginnings every year.  You are 

al l  very important to us. Rosh Hashanah teaches how very precious beginnings 

are, and you, our chi ldre,  are the most precious beginnings of a l l .  

 
(Music  or  song) 

(Group r ises)  

 

Reader and Group 
Let us rejoice in the ever l iv ing creat ion, and give praise to the greatness that is  

manifest throughout the world.  In the heavens above and the earth below, the 

div ine glory s tands revealed. Yet creat ion is  never ended and the universe never 

ful l .  Potent ia l i t ies remain unreal ized and promises unful f i l led. Thus even as we 

aff i rm the present,  we commit ourselves to the future, to the idea of ever h igher 

being, and to the r ichness of the coming l i fe.   

 

Va-a-nach-nu ko-re- im u-mish-ta-cha-vim u-mo-dim l i f -ne me-lech  

mal-che ha-me-la-chim ha-ka-dosh ba-ruch hu. 

 
(C los ing medi ta t ion)  
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